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was fixed at two years. The complaints made by the
neighbours of the College in these early days were, as
appears from Malthus' pamphlet, of schoolboy pranks,
and it is unfair to saddle the later Haileybury of Bat-
ten and of Melvill with the charges made against the
school of earlier date over which Henley presided.
The most flourishing period in the history of Hailey-
bury was covered by the principalship of the second
Principal of the College, the Rev. Joseph Hallett
Batten. It was during this period that the most fam-
ous graduates of Haileybury, among them the great
administrators John Lawrence and James Thomason
and Charles Trevelyan, spent their period of training
at the College upon Hertford Heath, and that Hailey-
bury definitely took its status as a college of higher
education instead of a mere preparatory school. By
the Act of Parliament renewing the charter of the
East India Company, passed in 1813, it was enacted
that no person should be sent to India to join the
Civil Service, without having spent four full terms, or
two years, at the East India College, and having
received at the end of his residence there a certifi-
cate that he had duly obeyed all the rules and regu-
lations of the College. This provision of the act
was a little too strict, for the growth of the Com-
pany's territories in India made greater demands for
trained officials than the East India College was able
to meet. Therefore, in 1826, an act was passed mak-
ing it lawful, for the next three years, to send out to
India a certain number of qualified persons who